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were to be liberated; around that core of veterans,
the hosts of the Pleiades were to rally. All this
was to coincide with the assembling at Chicago
of the Democratic national convention, in which
Vallandigham was to appear. The organizers of
the conspiracy dreamed that the two events might
coalesce; that the convention might be stampeded
by their uprising; that a great part, if not the
whole, of the convention would endorse the estab-
lishment of a Northwestern Confederacy.
Alas for him who builds on the frame of mind
that delights in cheap rhetoric while Rome is afire!
At the moment of hazard, the Sons of Liberty
showed the white feather, were full of specious
words, would not act. The Confederate soldiers,
indignant at this second betrayal, had to make
their escape from the country.
It must not be supposed that this Democratic
national convention was made up altogether of
Secessionists. The peace party was still, as in the
previous year, a strange complex, a mixture of
all sorts and conditions. Its cohesion was not so
much due to its love of peace as to its dislike of
Lincoln and its hatred of his party. Vallandigham
was a member of the committee on resolutions.
The permanent chairman was Governor Seymour